as 
ire 
ful 
u- 
his 
in- 
it I 
ar- 


rs, 


re) 
en- 


isit 
re- 
om 
the 
hile 
‘on 
ry, 
‘om 
jm- 


in 
ride 
ers 
and 


ake’ 
can 


rec! 
ler» 


ple 
ich 


or 
ap- 
ir i~ 


R OF 


2um, 

No 
oney 
1} ar- 
sher. 
e ad- 
rded 


9,00, 
apers 
tion. 


20 gree * 


UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN . 











And Christian Repository. 














EE — 
‘©y HAVE SET WATCHMEN ON THY WALLS, 0 JERUSALEM ! WHO SHALL NEVER HOLD THEIR PEACE DAY NOR NIGHT.’ 
VOL. 16. MONTPELIER, VT., FEBRUARY 22, 1845. NO. 32. 





























(Original.] 
A SERMON. 


Delivered at the dedication of the Universalist Meet- 
ing- House in Ascott, C, E., Jan’y 1, 1845. 
BY J. W. FORD. 

*€So built we the wall; for the people had a mind to 
work.” —Nen. iv. 6. 

[The very limited time which the writer had to devote 
to the preparation of the following discourse, must serve 
for an apology to the readers of the Watchman, for the 
many imperfections which it contains. At the urgent 
request of particular friends, it is submitted to the pub- 
lic, with much reluctance, as it is fer the want of 
time now, to do myself justice in preparing it for the 
press. ] 


We have met, respected friends aad brethren, 
for the purpose of dedicating this house to the 
worship of the living God, and to the teachings 
of divine truth. If I mistake not, this is the first 
house of public worship, that has ever been built 
and owned exclusively by Universalists, in this 
province. The occasion is, therefore, one of 
much joy to all the friends of religious liberty; 
especially to all of like precious faith with us. 

As a text, appropriate to the occasion, | have 
selected the following words of an eminent gov- 
ernor of the house of Israel. ‘‘So built we the 
wall;for the people had a mind to work.”’ This lan- 
guage is contained in that portion of the history of 
the Jews, which is recorded by the prophet Nehe- 
miah; and relates to the disposition of that peo- 
ple and the character of employment, after their 
return from the Babylonish captivity. And by 
reference to the context, we learn what was the 
nature and character of the enterprize in which 
they had a mind to jeber; that it was a work 
which secured tothem the enjoyment of their 
dearest and most sacred right; the privilege of 
worshipping the God of Israel in his holy temple, 
unmolested. 

A brief narration of the circumstances con- 
nected with this very instructive portion of the 
Jewish history, may not be uninteresting to the 
hearers, and will serve as a prelude to the appli- 
cation of the text, to the subject of our present 
discourse. I shall confine my narration of this 
history to the most important incidents connected 
with the captivity and return of the Jews; and 
proceed to draw a parallel with those incidents 
which bear a strong resemblance to the cireum- 
stances in which we find ourselves placed as a de- 
nomination; and conclude my discourse by pre- 
senting some of the prominent features of the 
doctrine of Universalism, for which we have a mind 
to labor. 

It will be recollected by you all, that Solo- 
mon, the successor of his father David. upon the! 
throne of Israel, by the direction of that wisdom 
which is from above, built a splendid, costly and 
beautiful temple at Jerusalem, in which the Jews 
were accustomed for along time to worship the 
God of their fathers, to whose service the temple 
was solemnly dedicated. 





ward to their native home, and viewed their form- 
er estate of which they were deprived, in con- 
trast with their fallen and degraded condition;— 


temple now robbed of its furniture and treasures, 
—when they remembered that the walls of their 
beloved eity were broken down, and Jerusalem 
was made a heap of ruins, they refused to’ be 
comforted. Their sorrows and their griefs were 
inconsolable. They hung their harps upon the 
willows and sat them down to weep by the cold 
streams of Babylon. 


‘* By the rivers of Babylon there we sat down; 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We 
hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst 
thereof. For then they that carried us away cap- 
tive required of us a song; and they that wasted us, 
required of us mirth, saying, sing us one of the 
songs of Zion. How shall we sing the Lord’s 








But in the process of | 


song ina strange land? Hf I forget thee, O Je- 
rusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 
f I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusa- 
lem above my chief joy.” Such were the bitter 
lamentations of those wretched captives, in view 
of their miserable condition and the prospects be- 
fore them. 

But the veiled future had better days in reserve 
for them. When, by the righteous dispensation 
of the judgments of heaven, they had received 
the just recompense of reward for their previous 
idolatry, and their hearts were prepared, by re- 
pentence and forgiveness, for the service of the 
living Ged, their grief was turned into joy, an: 
their sorrow was exchanged for gladness and 
wirth, by the welcome tidings of liberty. When 
the seventy years of thei captivity were ended, 
The Lord stirred op the spirit of Cyrus, king 
of Persia, to rebuild Jerusalem.” The captives 
were freed from their bondage, and bade return 
to their native province, with orders and means 
for repairing the temple and for rebuilding the 
walls of the eity. A work in which, with heart 
and soul, they were prepared to engaze. 

But in the prosecution of that work they en- 
countered much opposition, and suffered great 
persecution from their enemies. During the 
reign of four successive kings upon the throne of 
the Persian dominions, they were repeatedly in- 
terrupted in the progress of their glortous enter- 
prize. So great, inveed, was the hatred and de-| 
termined opposition of the adversaries of their} 
freedom, that they were subjected to the greatest | 
hardships and privations; and olten resumed their| 
labors at the iminent peril of their lives. Every 


they had to encounter for the achievement of their 
desired object, makes true the adage, that ‘‘where 
there is a will there ts also a way;”” and is, there- 


when they remembered Zion with her beautiful|/fore, worthy of the imitation of all lovers of ,re- 


ligious freedom. As they, by their zeal, energy 
and fidelity to the interests and welfare of the 
nation, secured to themselves the sacred enjoy- 
ments of their high and holy privileges, so may 
all true Christians procure and enjoy the rich 
blessings of Christ’s spiritual kingdom, by labor- 
ing with willing minds in the vineyard of their 
divine Master, So, also, may the believers in the 
unity of God, and the doctrine of the reeoncilia- 
tion, as taught by Christ and his apostles, suc- 
ceed in the up-building of the walls of the spirit- 
ual Jerusalem, if they have but the mind to work 
in the glorious enterprise, 

From the interesting portion of the sacred his- 
tory of the Jews which we have had under con- 
sideration, we derive the following important prac- 
tical lessons of instruction: First, that, as profess- 
ing Christians, enjoying the blessed light and lib- 
erty of the Gospel, it becomes as to watch and 
pray lest we enter into temptation, and be drawn 
away from the duties of our holy religion, by the 
enticing vanities of the world, and thus forfeit 
that liberty wherewith Christ hath made as free; 
and become entangled in the yoke of bondage to 
sin and error, by an abuse of our high privilegew. 
Secondly, that, as Universalists, having great op- 
position to eneounter from the enemies of our 
iaith, who would hinder the progress of eur sen- 
timents, and defeat the glorious enterprise in 
which we are engaged, it becomes us to gird on 
the implements of our spiritual weapons, and go 
forth in the defenee of our doetrine, holding ia 
ene hand the sword of the spirit, which is the 
word of God, and with the other, labor with dili- 
gence, for the upbuilding of the cause of truth. 
It becomes our duty to brave the current of op- 
position, and with all patience and perseverance, 
to press forward in the discharge of our high ob- 
ligations, with increasing energy, zeal and fideli- 
ty to the cause we love. 

The Israelites, who are our example in this 
matter, ceased not their toils, nor put off their 
weapons of defence by night nor by day, till their 
work was accumplished, and their enemies were 
dispersed. 

Neither should we, my friends, cease from our 
spiritual labors, or put off the gospel armor, till 
we have achieved the glorious vretory of subdu- 
ing the prejudices, and hatred, and enmity of 
those who seek to destroy our faith in ‘the word 
of truth, the Gospel of ovr salvation.” The 











means that treachery could devise, or malice in-| work in which we are engaged is a great work; 


vent, were put in requisition to frighten or divert 
them from their purpose,@ud prevent the accom- 


‘and demands our constant, uninterrupted and vig- 
lant exertions in behalf of its prosperity. Whea 


plishment of their work.* And, but for their na-|the adversaries of the peace and prosperity of Je- 


tive love of liberty, and their reverence for 
the sanctuary of the Most High, which im- 
pelled them forward im the discharge of duty, 
they had been defeated in their object. 


But by dint of bravery and perseverance,—and 


| a . 
jrusalem—Sarhallat, Tobiah and Gesham, who 


jhad conspired together for mischief against the 
Jews, had tailed to frighten them from the prose- 
‘cution of their work, they sent spurious invita- 


\tions to Nehemiah, the Tirshatha or Governor of 


time, God stirred up the hearts of the Chaldeans by the blessing of God upon their labors, they the Jews, to meet them in one of the villages 
to make war with the nation of Israel, in conse- finally succeeded in accomplishing the object ofjof Samaria, of which province Sanballat was 


quence of their rebellion against his laws. 


The. 


their desires. Under the direction and supervis- 


Governor. But, instead of complying with their 


victory was gained by their enemies, and they ion of the prophets Ezra and Nehemiah, who|request, he returned to them, by messengers, the 


were carried away captive into Babylon, 


jurged the people on to duty and to victory, they following answer:—“ I am doing a great work, 


Being thus shorn of their national honors, and repaired the temple and rebuilt the walls of the|so that I cannot come down, why should the work 


deprived of all hope of ever regaining their na- 
tional liberty, and the enjoyment of their sacred 


ciiy,—every man laboring in the work with one 
,of his own hands, whulst for the safety of his life, he 


ease, whilst I leave it and come down to you.” 


‘So are the laborers upon the walis of our spiritu- 





privileges, in point of which they had been exalt-jheld the sword of defence in the other. ‘So built we|al Zion--the friends and advocates and defenders 
ed to heaven, they were left to their own bitter the wall;” says the prophet, ‘‘for the people ha:/o! the truth as it is in Jesus, doing a great work; 
reflections upon their past folly and wickedness,—!a mind to wark.”” So may every enterprise, hav-|and so should our answer to those who trouble us, 
the abuse of their high privileges, which had oe-ling for its object the good of man, be accom-|be in accordance with that of the prophet. The 
casioned their fall, and made them a reproach in| plished, where the people have a mind to work, |Sanballats, and Tobiahs, and Geshams, in the 
the eyes of all nations. 


When, in their captivity] | The. exar of the persecuted children of Is-jranks of the opposers of ith, have conspired 
and bondage, they turned their thoughts back-!rael, in bra the dangers and difficulties which/together for mischief agai and our doctrine. 
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They seek to frighten us from our purpose, so 
did the adversaries of Israel. They call our 
doctrine a heresy; and would fain have us come 
down from the walls of the New Jerusalem, and 
meet them on the dreary plains of Ono. They 
would fain have us abandon our high and holy 
faith, and come down to the embrace of their par- 
tial creeds. 

But our reply'to all those, who, by any means 
would frigliten or entice us away from the duties 
of our high calling and profession, should ever 
be in the decisive language of the prophet; ‘‘ We 
are doing a great work, so that we cannot come 
down to you.” 

We should at least give our opponents the best 
possible assurance that our cause is the cause of 
truth by exhibiting the legitimate fruits of our 
doctrine, in our lives and conversation,—by living 
the religion we profess. We should present to 
the world the evidences of the blessedness of our 
faith, and the realities of our spiritual enjoyments, 
by showing that we have a mind to work in the 
defence and for the support of our doctrine. 

Like the ancient worshippers of the true God, 
we should neither yield our cause to the enemy, 
nor slacken our efforts amrd trials and persecu- 
tions, but press forward in the discharge of duty, 
‘*contentiing earnestly for the faith once deliver- 
ed tothe saints.” 

The ancient Israelites were a peculiar people. 
They were the chosen race of Abraham to whom 
were committed the divine oracles. God had also 
given them a kingdom, and a temple for his ser- 
‘vice. Andon their return from their captivity, 
they labored to repair the holy temple which had 
been defiled with heathen abominations. They 
labored also, to build the ruined walls of their be- 
loved city. And they had strong inducements to 
labor in this hallowed enterprise. The welfare 
of their nation demanded it. The security of 
their peace, and the enjoyment of their sacred 
privileges depended upon it. Prompted by their 
love of liberty, and sacred veneration for the 
temple service, they labored to secure to them- 
selves, as a peculiar people, the exclusive rights 
which pertained to their kingdom. They labored 
to render the temporal Jerusalem, a city of 
refuge for the ingathering of the nation of Israel 
that were scattered abroad. 

But nobler objects are presented to our view, 
as inducements for us to labor with willing minds, 
and cheerful hearts, and a steady purpose in the 
work before us. A nobler enterprise demands 
our united exertions for its prosperity. We are 
called upon to labor, not to secure any exclusive 
rights, or privileges to any iadividual sect or par- 
ty; nation or country; but for the welfare and 
happiness of our entire race. The wor!d is our 
field of labors, and the universal family of man, 
are the subjects of the grand enterprise in which 
we are engaged. 

The Jews are no longer a-peculiar, or privi- 
leged people. The middle wall of partition be- 
tween Jews and Gentiles, was long since broken 
down. The kingdom of the Messiah, is an ever- 
lasting kingdom and ruleth over all. Inthe ‘‘New 
Jerusalem, which is from above,” which ‘‘ is free 
and is the mother of us all,” there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor female; for 
we are all one in Christ Jesus,—‘‘ Who hath 
abolished death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel.” The New Jerusa- 
lem which came down from God out of heaven, 
hath been established upon the holy hill of Zion. 
Into this city of the living God, all the nations 
and kindreds and families of the earth shall be 
gathered; for God hath purposed in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, to gather together in 
one, all things in Christ.” Christ ‘‘ hath given 
himself a ransom for all to be testified m due 
time.’ And it is declared by the mouth of the 
prophet, that ‘‘the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return andc-come to Zion with songs and everlast- 
ing joy upon their heads.” 

But the ransomed of the Lord are yet scatter- 
ed.abroad in the earth as sheep without a shep- 
herd. .The walls of the holy city are broken down; 
her temples.have been robbed of their spiritual trea- 
sures; and the holy places have been desecrated, 


and defiled with abominations, through ignorance 
of the character df ‘the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all men.” 

And in order to insure success to the enterprise 
in which we are engaged, of building up the 
walls of the spiritual Jerusalem, and of gathering 
into the kingdom of the Redeemer, his ransomed 
captives, that there may be one fold and one shep- 
herd, it is needful that we follow the directions of 
our Leader, the great Head of the Church. In 
order to gain the victory over sin, error, and 
false doctrines, it is needful that, in all things, we 
obey the commands of the captain of our salva- 
tion, under whose broad banner of love and uni- 
versal freedom, we have been enlisted, 

In order to be successful in winning souls to 
Christ, and in gathering his people into his spirit- 
ual kingdom, we must be co-workers together 
with him; we must labor, both by precept and 
example, to bring them to a knowledge of that 
truth which maketh free. We must labor for 
the dissemination of the doctrine of Christ,—to 
diffuse abroad, and instil ‘into the minds of the 
people, the principles of the holy faith of the Gos- 
pel. 

As individuals we must adorn the doctrine we 
profess, by a life corresponding with our prefes- 
sions, and answerable to the requirements of 
our holy religion; that the light of divine truth 
may shine through our example, upon a brighter 
world, that others seeing our good works may be 
led to glorify our Father in heaven. 

As a denomination, we must labor collectively 
to advance the interests of our common cause— 
to promote the welfare and happiness of our fel- 
low beings, by leading them to the source of hap- 
piness—the Fountain of living waters. In a 
word, we must labor forthe ascendency of Univer- 
salism; not with sinister motives, or for sectarian 
purposes; but with a simple eye ‘to the glory of 
God and the highest good of man. 

This is the work to which we have put our 
hands; and, as Christians,it becomes us not to look 
back, but to ‘‘ press forward towards the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus.” 

And is it not a great work, my friends? Is it 
not a glorious work? Is it not an honorable 
work to be employed in the service of Christ, and 
in company with angels, in ‘publishing the glad 
tidings of salvation to a lost and guilty world? in 
proclaiming ‘‘ good news of great joy that shall 
be unto all people”? Isit not a blessed work to 
be engaged with the Friend of sinners, in promo- 
ting the cause of truth and humanity? in seeking 
to overcome evil with good, and to bring man- 
kind into the enjoyment of the rich blessings of 
Christ’s spiritual kingdoms? Such are the ob- 
jects we aim to accomplish; and such are the mo- 
tives by which we are actuated in our labors of 
love. 

And the doctrine of Universalism is the only 
doctrine, whose ligitimate tendency is to:advance 
this great work. It is the only doctrine that 
maintains the supremacy of God’s will and pur-} 
pose,—that declares to the world, in accordance 
with the record of divine truth, that *‘God is 
love,’—that ‘‘His tender mercies are over all 
His works;”—and that asserts with the apostle, 
that ‘‘the living God is the Saviour of all men.” 

Unlike the doctrines and commandments of 
mer, which are partial, cruel and unjust; which 
clothe the God of the universe with wrath and 
eternal vengeance, the : doetrine of Universalism, 
unfolds the loveliness of the paternal character of 
God, and presents to the world, the beauties and 
worth of the Saviour of sinners. It holds out the 
pleasures of virtue and obedience, and the joys 
of religious devotion, as inducements for sinners 
to forsake the errors of their ways and | follow af- 
ter unrighteousness. It is the most eminently con- 
ducive to Christian piety, virtue and:goodness. 
It lifts the affections above the groveling things 
of earth and places them on things heavenly and 
divine. It draws out the soul in love toGod, ‘and 
kindles the holy flame of gratitude and ‘praise up- 
on the altar of the heart. 


The faith of Universalism, unli very other 
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ness. It is the only faith, in which is found “ that 
joy which is unspeakable and full of glory.” It 
is the only faith that embraces Christ as the Sa- 
viour of the world; and all men as brethren, and 
children of one common parent; and that takes 
hold upon heaven as the ultimate home of the 
universal family of man. 

Opposed to this faith and doctrine are all the 
practical creeds of man’s invention, which himit 
the Holy One of Israel, and shut up the kingdom 
of heaven against men. 

But I shall not stop to controvert the doctrines 
of Partialism, which are inimical to the spirit of 
Christianity, and against which we are obliged 
to contend in our labors tor the cause of Zion; 
but shall proceed, briefly, but more especially to 
notice, in conclusion, some of the prominent fea- 
tures of the doctrine of the Gospel, for which 
we have a mind to work. And let it be borne in 
mind, that there.is but one doctrine of the Gos- 
pel. Among all the doctrines that are preached 
for the Gospel, there is but one true doctrine. 
The scriptures, indeed, speak of the doctrines of 
devils, and the doctrines and commandments of 
men, but they no where speak of the doctrines of 
Christ, or the doctrines of the Gospel. 

First, then, I remark that one of the promin- 
ent features of the doctrince of the Gospel is re- 
pentance. ‘‘ Jesus began to preach, and say, re- 
pent; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” By 
repentance is signified, in the scriptures, a reform- 
ation of conduct,—a turning from sin to holiness, 
—a conversion of the sinner from the error of 
his ways, to the embrace of truth, and to the 
practice of virtue and godliness. It is one of the 
main pillars of the Christian faith, and is the only 
door by which the sinner can obtain an entrance 
into the kingdoim of heaven. The popular notion 
of repentance makes it consist in sorrow for sin; 
regarding ‘ils legitimate effects of secondary im- 
portance. 

The scriptures speak of two kinds of sorrow 

for sin—neither of which constitute repentance; 
viz., ‘The sorrow of the world which worketh 
death ;and godly sorrow which worketh repentance 
unto salvation.” The one is a sorrow which pro- 
duces a change of conduct, founded on a reconsid- 
eration of principles; whilst-the other is merely a 
concern of mind founded on a view of conse- 
quences, And this concern of mind is, we fear, 
too often mistaken for genuine repentance. 
Secondly, forgiveness, or the remission of sins, 
is another important feature of the doctrine 
taught by Christ ‘and ‘his apostles. At the institu- 
tion of the'Lord’s supper, ‘the gave the cup to 
his disciples, saying, drink ye all of it, for this is 
my blood of the New Testament which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” ‘‘ Him hath 
God highly exalted with ‘his right hand, to be a 
prince and Saviour, for to give repentance to Is- 
rael and forgiveness of sins.’’ 
The subject of forgiveness is uniformly connect- 
ed, in the scriptures, with that of repentance. 
When the sinner breaks off his sins by righteous- 
ness, and his iniquities by turning unto the Lord, 
he receives pardon, or forgiveness ot his sins. 
They are blotted out and no more remembered 
against'him. His disposition to sin is removed; 
his heart is inclined to-virtue and obedience, and 
his iniquities are no’longer imputed to him. 

The scriptures and the sentiment of the 
popular theology, appear ‘to be astonishingly at 
variance on this subject. The popular opinion is, 
that Christ saves the penitent sinner from all the 
punishment due’to his past sins. Whereas the 
scriptures nowhere intimate that the actual trans- 
gressor shall ever, by any means, escape the just 
punishment due tohis sins. On the contrary, 
they uniformly assert that ‘‘ Every man shall be 
rewarded according to his deeds,”—that ‘‘ the 
righteous are recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner;” that ‘*‘ God 
will by no means clear the guilty.” ‘‘Thou art 
a God, says the Psalmist, that forgavest their ini- 
quities, though thou tookest vengeance of their in- 
ventions. We are assured by an ‘apostle that 


‘every transgression and ‘disobedience of the 








system of faith, is productive of oyed happi- 


children of Israel, received a just'recompense of 
reward. And yet, when they turned from their 
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evil ways to serve the Lord, God forgave them their. 
iniquities, by reinstating them in his favor, and By 
owning and blessing them, as though they hud nev- 
er gone astray. Still the great muss of professing 
Christians seem not to understand how the sin- 
ner can be punished for his iniquities, and yet re- 
ceive pardon, or forgiveness of his sins. 

Thirdly, Another prominent feature of the doc- 
trine of the Gospel, is that of Regeneration, or the 
New-Birth. ‘ Verily, verily | say unto thee, ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
of God.” 

The subject of Regeneration is more commonly 
understood by the different sects ef professing Chris- 
tians, at the present day, by the expression, ‘‘ change 
of heart.” And the denomination of Universalists 
is not unfrequently accused by its opponents, of de- 
nying the necessity of a change of heart. And if, 
by a change of heart, they mean, that an entire and 
radical change in all our affections, faculties and 
propensities, is necessary to be wrought in us here, 
in order to escape the torments of an endless hell, 
and to obtain an entrance into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, in another world, then, we frankly acknowledge 
that we do positively deny, on the authority of the 
Scriptures, the necessity for any such change of 
heart. But if they mean what the Scriptures teach 
in relation to the subject of regeneration, then they 
wrongfully accuse us; for we do believe and teach 
the necessity of the New-Birth; and that it is essen- 
tial to our present and eternal salvation that we 
should be born again, according to the Scriptures. 
It is essential to our present salvation that we expe- 
rience the renewing efficacy of the grace of God 
upon the heart, whereby the affections are turn- 
ed from the fleeting things of earth and placed on 
things of a heavenly, joyous and imperishable na- 
ture; and by which we enter into the kingdom of 
the Redeemer on earth, which consists in righteous- 
ness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

[tis essential to our eternal salvation that we 
should be born of the resurrection, into the glorious 
kingdom of immottality, where we have the assur- 
ance of being made alive in Christ, and of becoming 
equal to the angels of God in heaven. 

The surest test of regeneration is the witness that 
we have within ourselves, that we love God with all 
the heart, and our neighbor as ourselves. [t con- 
sists in supreme love to God, and universal love to 
man. ‘ Love is of God,” says an apostle, “and 
whosoever loveth is born of God and knoweth God. 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is 
love. And hereby we know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” 

Fourthly and lastly, | would observe, that the 
most important feature of the doctrine of the Gos- 
pel is, the Resurrection of the dead; upon the truth 
ef which, rests the whole fabric of the Christian re- 
ligion. ‘‘ For,” saith an apostle, “ if theve be no res- 
urrection of the dead, then is not Christ raised; and 
if Christ be not risen, our preaching is vain, and 
and your faith is also vain. But now is Christ ris- 
en frou the dead and become the first fruits of them 
that slept. For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. 

The apostles and early Christians founded their 
hope of life and immortality, entirely upon the res- 
urrection of Christ. The apostle Peter commences 
his first epistle thus: ‘ Blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again, unto a 
lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead.” All Christians of every denomination, 
necessarily agree in the sentiment that there shall 
be a resurrection of the dead. And so plain and 
positive is the testimony of Christ and the apostles, 
concerning the resurrection state, and the condition 
of those who are raised from the dead, that it is a 
matter of the deepest astonishment, that there should 
be so great a diversity of opinion among professing 
Christians on this subject. 

In the reply of the Savior to the Sadducees, who 


questioned him concerning the resurrection state, he 


says, “Yedo greatly err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God; for in the resusrection 
they never marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
as the angels of Godin heaven. Now that the dead 
are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when 
he called the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not 
a God of the dead, but of the living, for all live un- 
to him.” 

To his Corinthian brethren, in describing the gen- 
eral resurrection, Paul says, that, As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive, that 
As we have borne the image of the earthy we shall 
also, bear the image of the heavenly; that We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye at the trump, for 
the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

By this testimony of Christ and of Paul, not only 
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the doctrine of the resurrection, but the doctrine of 
the final holiness and happiness of all men, is es- 
tablished. For Christ testifies that the dead—all 
the dead—shall be raised, and that in the resurrec- 
tion they are equal unto the angels of God in hea- 
ven; neither can they die any more, for they are 
the children of God, being the children of the res- 
urrection. 

Paul also testifies that the same all who die in 
Adam shall be made alive in Christ;—that when 
this corruptible shall. have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
death, the last enemy of man, shall be destroyed. 

Glorious consummation of the reign of Christ;— 
when he shalthave put down all rule and all au- 
thority,—when he shall have subdued all things un- 
to himself, and delivered up the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, that God may be all in all. Then shall every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glo- 
ry of God the Father; and every thing in heaven, 
on earth and under the earth, unite in one grand 
ehorus of ascribing glory, honor, praise aud power 
to Him that sitteth upon the throne and to the aay: 
forever and ever. 

These, then, are the leading and prominent fea- 
tures of the doctrine of the Gospel, viz: Repent- 
ance, Forgiveness, Regeneration, the Resurrection 
and the final Reconciliation of all things to God. 
This 1s the doctrine we believe and teach. tt is the 
doctrine which begets that faith that works by love 
and purifies the heart; and from which we obtain a 
well grounded hope, whieli is as an anchor to the 
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth 
into that within the veil, whither the forerunner, 
Jesus, hath tor us entered. It is a doctrine, which, 
under all the circumstances of human life, renders 
cheerful the abodes of men; and purposes them to 
endure the ills of life with a becoming resiynation 
to the will of Heaven. Itis the comforter of the 
afflicted, the supporter of the oppressed, and the 
messenger of peace to the troubled soul. It brings 
joy and gladness to the mourner’s heart, when bereft 
of its dearest earthly comforts, and ministers the 
sweetest consolations to the dying in the hour of 
dissolving nature. It smooths the rugged pathway 
of life.—robs death of its sting, and enables the be- 
liever to fall sweetly asleep in the arms of Jesus, to 
awake in the full fruition of his ardent hope of life 
and immortality. It is a doctrine which commends 
itself to the reason and understandings of men; and 
is found, by candid investigation, to be the true doe- 
trine of the holy Scriptures. It is a doctrine that is 
rapidly gaining the ascendancy over the errors, ab- 
surdities and false doetrines that have long disgraced 
the Christian Church. It is a doctrine which is 
destined, like the stone that was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, to prevail by the power of 
truth and fill the whole earth. 

We discover the evidence of this truth in the de- 
clarations of all God’s holy prophets since the world 
began; which assure us that ‘ All the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God.” We see 
them in the progress of Gospel light and liberty,— 
in the giving up of the partial doctrines and creeds 
of men, and in the adopting of more liberal and ex- 
alted views of the character of God, and of the di- 
vine mission of the Savior. We see them in the 
gradual developement of the catholic spirit of the 
religion of Jesus among professing Christians; and 
the consequent relaxation of the strong holds of 
prejudice, in the minds of the reflecting portion of 
every community. We see them in the approxima- 
tion of the views and sentiments of the Christian 
world, to the standard of divine truth. 

Finally, brethren, this doctrine of the Gospel, is 
the doctrine which you have embraced. and have 
labored to defend. i is the doctrine for whose pre- 
valence you have shown a willing mind to work, 
both in the maintenance of the preached word, and 
in the erection of this neat and commodious house, 
which we now solemnly dedicate to the worship of 
| the Only Living and True God; and to the teaching 
of the word and doctrine of his Son, Jesus Christ. 
| We dedicate it to the God of Love, and the Father 
| of the Spirits of all flesh. We dedicate it to Christ, 
the Son of His love, and the Savior of the world. 
| We dedicate it tothe Holy Spirit; to the sanctifying 
| influences of the grace of God,—the sweet celestial 
| emanations of divine light, truth and love, which 
| visit and refresh the devout mind. 

to prayer and praise—to communion of the soul 
| with the Father of Spirits; and to songs of grati- 
‘tude and thanksgiving, which we trust will be con- 
tinued and perfected in that house not made with 
) hands, eternal in the heavens. We dedicate it to 
\the preaching of the word of truth, the Gospel of 
our salvation. Ina word, we dedicate itto the 
| great work of enlightening the minds of sincere in- 
| quirers after truth, and of perfecting human souls, 
and fitting them for the courts of heaven. — 

Here may the true worshippers worship the Fa- 





ther in spirit * truth. Here may you, my be- 
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loved brethren, meet together from time to time, 
with your families, your friends, and the strangers 
who may sojourn with you, and receive refreshings 
from the presence of the Lord. Here may your 
souls be fed and nourished with the bread of life. 
Here may you drink at the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and slake your thirst from the wells of salva- 
tion. Here may your sorrows be assuaged; your 
griefs be consoled, and your mourning be turned in- 
to joy. Here may your fervent, effectual prayers, 
and your songs of gratitude and praise ascend from 
the altar of your hearts, as fragrant incense to 
Heaven. Here may you receive instruction from 
| the divine oracles, which shall make you wise unto 
= and thoroughly furnished unte every good 
work. 

And may the God of all grace “lift upon you the 
light of his countenance,” and grant you his pres- 
ence and his blessing forevermore. 





[Original!.] 
Rev. J. W. Jonnson:— 

Dear Sir,—No one who credits the doctrine of 
“life and immortality,” can be altogether insensible 
of the importance of the question, What shall be 
the final end of the large family of man? The con- 
cerns of time are not worthy to be compared with 
the affairs of eternity. Every thing of a temporal 
nature sinks into insignificance when compared with 
this great and momentous question, for we are all 
rapidly hastening to the final goal of all created in- 
telligences. 

You believe that a part or portion of the human 
race will be forever excluded from the joys of Hea- 
ven, and doomed to future endless punishment. 
You believe that this doctrine is revealed in the Bi- 
ble, and that you are not only bound to believe it, 
but also to proclaim it as the truth of heaven. 

On the other hand, I declare my firm convictieg 
in the falsity of said doctrine, and I expressly deny 
that itis taught in the Bible. It is a moral obliga- 
tion which we are under to believe, cherish and pro- 
| claim whatever doctrine can be fairly and clearly 

established by Scripture testimony. 

Therefore, will you discuss with me this all-im- 
portant subject? The time, place, and form of the 
question I leave for our mutual agreement. I will 
; assure you that my design is not a mere useless dis- 
putation, but that the truth may be made plain to an 
inquiring community. If I ean judge from the 
course that you pursued the first Sabbath that I 
preached in Stratford, this friendly solicitation will 
be accepted of with pleasure. 

With sentiments of affectionate regard, 
I am your most obedient servant, 
B. F. Hatcn. 








(Original. ] 
Meeting and Parting. 

Often do friends meet in this life, spend a few days 
together, forma reciprocal attachment, and then 
part never to see each other again onearth. ‘ This 
world is nothing but meeting and parting, meeting 
and parting,” said a sister, when she left me for the 
“Far West.” It proved to be our /ast separation, 
for ina few months afterwards she was called to her 
long home. But, blessed be God! “ He saw,” says 
| Mrs. Child, “that disappointment and separation 

were necessary, and he has made them holy and ele- 
| vating.” If our hearts are right, we shall feel thank- 
| ful that God has spared our friends so long, rather 
than murmur that he has taken them to himself so 
If they are not, these afflictions are intended 
to discipline them and make them right. ‘The Lord 
| chasteneth us for our profit. As the father pitieth 
| the son whom he correcteth so the Lord pitieth us. 
And when, in order to operate upon every principle 
of our nature, he has carried us through all that is 
in reserve for us here below, he takes us up among 
the angels to enjoy endless union.— 





soon. 


** There friends no more part, 

Nor shall farewells be spoken; 
There’ll be balm for the heart, 

That with anguish was broken : 
From affiiction set free, 

And from God ne’er to sever, 
We His glory shall see, 

And enjoy Him forever.’’ Ww. 
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[Origiaal.] 
Rabbi Akiba. 
A ZEWISH TALE. 

Rabbi Akiba wes said not to be of the pure blood 
of Israel, but deseended, (such is the Rabbinical 
genealogy) says Milman, from Sisera, the general 
of Jabin, king of Tyre, by a Jewish mother. He 
was in his youth poor and untearned, but love made 
him the wisest man of his time. For more than 
thirty years he lived a simple shepherd, tending the 
flocks of a wealthy citizen of Jerusalem, named 
Colba Sheva. The latter had but one daughter, the 
beautiful Miriam, and of her the shepherd Akiba 
had become deeply enamored. He was but a strip- 
ling at'the time of her birth, somewhat slighted and 
neglected too by the household of his master, on ac- 
count of his doubtful Jewish origin. He possessed 
a kind and affectionate disposition, which from his 
isolated employment, seemed destined to be only 
lavished ‘upon the flocks around kim, until the little 
Miriam was old enough to escape from her nurse day 
after day, scrambling over rocks and streams, till 
she succeeded in finding the shepherd boy and his 
sheep, and she was never more happy or better 
pleased than when in such company. Where is the 
heart that isnot touched by the love of a child? 
Where is the being whose nature is not melted into 
a more tender mould, when receiving the warm ca- 
reases, the free unilisguised words of endearment 
that drop from the ‘lips of childhood? The boy 
s00n learned te return the love of Miriam, whom he 
watched over and tended with the care of a mother. 
He had been left an orphan in his infancy, poor and 
friendless, and it was something to have at last found 
one, though it was but a child—upon whom he could 
bestow the warin feelings of affection, which no hu- 
man being had until now called forth. 





‘Time passed along, and Miriam was no longer a 
child. She no longer wandered away to seek him 
as of old, or ran-to meet him bounding like a young 
fawn. One day when Akiba was watering his flock 
from the well, Miriam approached with a pitcher 
which she came to fill. Akiba stretched out his 
hand to do this for her, and while drawing the wa- 
ter looked mournfully at her and said, +‘ I would 
that thou werta child again Miriam. Thou didst 
love me then, and | was happy and contented with 
my humble lot; nay, I desired no other whilst thou, 
Miriam, wert near me, but thou art changed, and I 
seldom see thee. Hast thou too learned to despise 
Akiba?” During the utterance of these words, the 
maiden seemed painfully agitated; she had listened 
with downcast ‘eyes and a changing countenance, 
and for a few moments after the shepherd had ceas- 
ed to speak, she was still silent; at length she raised 
her eyes, and advancing towards Akiba, she replied, 
“© Thou hast wronged me, and yet I blame thee not. 
My heart is still the same as when [ hung around 
thee with the playfulness of childhood; but thou 
shouldst remember Akiba, that such greeting would 
now ill befit a maiden of my years, and thou, me- 
thinks, shouldst have known Miriam better than to 
have doubted her regard.” ‘ Pardon me dear Mir- 
iam. Thou little knowest what pain it has caused 
me todoso. Thou dost not know either that my 
love for thee is become a part of my existence, 
Year after year it has grown and strengthened, un- 
til there is no happiness for Akiba where Miriam is 
not. Wouldst thou wed thy father’s shepherd, Mir- 
iam? Isthy leve strong enough to submit to so 
lowly 2 lot asthe wife of Akiba?” “1 promise to 
wed no other but thee; yet thou knowest that the 
fond pride of my father desires a princely alliance 
for the only daughter of his house, and it is vain to 
expect him*4o bless our nuptials, still Miriam will 
mever be the bride of another.” “It is enough, | 
ask no more my Miriam, than that thou wilt keep 








the pledge thou heet given:until { claim thee as mine 
own. Love shall make me worthy of the daughter 
of Colba Sheva. Ina few days I will depart from 
hence, and enter.the schoots of Rome. ‘Learning 
shall give me a name that shall sound better to the 
ears of your father than that of the inheritor of 
riches,” 

The lovers were however secretly married before 
the departure of Akiba. He devoted twelve years 
to unremitting study, and then returned, (it is said,) 
with 12,000 disciples. But the father of Miciam 
could not be won ‘to give his daughter to the Rabbi 
Akiba, whom he still esteemed as little better than 
the poor shepherd, an alien from the race of Israel. 
But the marriage was made known, and Akiba 
claimed his wife, whom her unrelenting father im- 
mediately disinherited. They lived in the greatest 
poverty for some time. ‘ Akiba went back for:12 
years more to-the seat of learning. He returned 
again, followed by 24,000 disciples; and the father, 
awed or appeased by the fame of his son-in-law at 
length overcame -his resentment, and bestowed on 
them sufficient property to enable them to live in 
splendor.” 

‘‘ A.thousand volumes would not contain the won- 
derfal things which Akiba did and said. .He could 
give a reason for the use of the mest insignificant 
letter of the ‘Law; and itis boldly averred, that 
God revealed more to him than hedid to Moses. 
He first committed the traditions to writing, and 
thus laid the ground-work of the celebrated Mishna, 
or comment on the Law. His great maxim was, 
‘‘that every thing was erdained of Heaven for the 
best.” With this axiom -on his-lips, he was riding 
with some of his followers near-the ruins of Jeru- 
salem. They burst inte tears at the melancholy 
sight; for to heighten their grief, they beheld a jack- 
all prowling upon the Hill of the Temple. Akiba 
only observed that the successes of the idolatrous 
Romans, as they fulfilled the words of the prophets, 
were grounds of loftier hopes for the people of 
God.” 

Akiba was in the zenith of his fame, and is said 
by some to have been at the head of the Saovhedrim, 
When Barcochab or Coziba, proclaimed himself as 
the promised Messiah. [tis said that he.bad been 
a robber, and had learned the trick of holding light- 
ed tow or straw in his mouth, and by this means 
breathing flames that intimidated some, while it 
gained for him the confidence of his partizans. He 
appears to have been a man of uncommon vigor 
and ability. His object seems to have been, not on- 
ly his own aggrandizement, but to re-establish the 
Jewish liberty. Multitudes of Jews -and strangers 
joined his ranks, and Akiba threw himself into the 
party of the self-styled Messiah. Akiba had at this 
time attained an advanced age. ‘* Behold,” said the 
hoary enthusiast, ia an assembly of the people, 
“the star that is come out of Jacob; the duys of the 
redemption are at hand.” “ Akiba,” said the more 
cautious Rabbi Johanan, “ the grass will spring from 
thy jaw-bone, and yet Messiah will not have come.” 

It seemed difficult for the Romans to believe that 
the Jews would a second time prevoke them to a 
conflict that had proved so fatal to-their race. For 
along time the insurgents had been secretly em- 
ployed in laying up arms, and ere long the whole 
Jewish race throughout the world were in commu- 
tion. ‘By degrees they gained possession of all 
the strong heights, raised walls.and fortifications, 
dug or enlarged subterranean caverns and passages, 
both for retreat and communication, and contrived 
by holes from above, to let in light and air into these 
secret citadels, where they depesited their arms, 
held their councils, and concealed themselves from 
the vigilance of the enemy.” 

It is said that Barcochab found himself at the head 
of an army of 200,000, and that these who did not 
dare espouse his cause openly, assisted him in se- 
cret. {The Christians alone-stood aloof, and would 
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er Messiah; a man of robbers and bloodshed, of 
earthly pretensions, and the aspirant founder of a 
temporal kingdom.” 

The first expedition of the pretended Messiah 
was to lay stege to Jerusalem, where some rude 
town had grown up amid the wreck of the city, 
when he assamed the title of king, and issued coins 
with his superscription, dating them with the pres- 
ent year, asthe commencement of the freedom of 
Jerusalem. But in this he was too premature; al- 
though in the earlier part of the war he had met 
with success, being at one time in possession of 50 
enstles and 985 villages. ‘The arrival of a new Ro- 
man Commander turned the scales against the Jews, 
when another circumstance contributed to discour- 
age and intimidate. This was the falling in of the 
immense subterranean vaults of Jerusalem, where 
according to tradition, the remains of Solomon were 
deposited. And this sudden fall, not only rendered 
the holy city unsafe, but was regarded as an awful 
omen. ‘The Romans soon after became masters of 
Jerusalem, and razed every building to the ground, 
which the plough was then passed over. 

‘The war was not brought to a close until the Ro- 
mans had conquered the strong city of Bither, (the 
site of which is now unknown,) the metropolis and 
citadel of the insurgents.* Akiba was taken pris- 
oner. He was brought before the barbarous Tur- 
nus Rufusfor examination. “ In the middle of his 
interrogations, Akiba remembered it was the hour 
of prayer. He fell on his knees, regardless of the 
presence of the Roman, and of the pending trial for 
life and death, and calmly went through his devo- 
tions. In the prison, while his lips were burning 
with thirst, he nevertheless applied the scanty pit- 
tance of water to his ablutions. The eruel Roman 
ordered the old man to be flayed alive, and then put 
to death.” Barcochab was himself killed at the 
taking of Bither, and his head carried to the Ro- 
man camp in triumpb; and thus ended one of the 
most dreadful wars recorded in Jewish history. [t 
is said by some, that more fell at Bither than went 
out of Egypt with Moses, and that the dead cover- 
ed eighteen square miles. One historian, who is 
considered by Milman as more trustworthy authori- 
ty, says, that the enormous number of 580,000 fell 
by the sword, not including those who perished by 
famine, disease, and fire; and that the whole of Ju- 
dea was a desert, where wolves and hyenas went 
prowling along the desolated cities and villages. A 
great fair was held under the very tree that tradition 
had consecrated, as that under which Abraham had 
pitched his tent, and there: his descendants were sold 
like cattle, in droves, ‘*as cheap as horses.” ‘The 
Jews appeared to be on the point of being extermi- 
nated, and indeed every pains was at this time em- 
ployed to take away their religion, name, and na- 
tion, yet vain were the attempts of mah to frustrate 
the intentions of the Almighty with regard to those 
who were so long his peculiar people. They still 
remain, though scattered far and wide over every 
land, and in every clime, distinct from others in their 
language, customs, and religion, and still preserv- 
ing that individuality of feature and expression 
which distinguishes the children of Israel. J. R. S. 





* When affairs begue to wear a Goong aspect, (thus write 
the Rabbins,) Eliezer the son of Homadai, enjoined the be- 
sieged to seek their last resource—proyer to the God ot their 
fathers. All day long the zeaious Rabbi was on hisknees. Aw 
long as he prayed, like Moses during the battle with the Ama- 
lekites in the desert, so long the Jews assumed new courage, 
and fought with unconquerable fury. A Samaritan undertook 
to silence by treachery the devout Eliezer. ‘He stole up to 
him where he was kneeling in prayer on a conspicuous emi- 
nence, and whispered some indistinct words in his ear, The 
vigilant Barcochab demanded what was the object of his mes- 
sage. The Rabbi could not answer. ‘The Samaritan, after 
long pretended reluctance, declared that it was an answer to 
a secret message confided to him by the Rabbi respecting cap- 
itulation. Barcochab commanded the Rabbi to be execnted 
on the spot. ‘This barbarous measure alienated and dispirited 
his followers, and Bither was conquered.—MiLMaAn. 





A Cuetst1an-~—A Christian is like the firmame nt, 
and it is the darkness of affliction that makes his 


graces to shine out. He is like those herbs and 


plants that best effuse their edors when bruised. 








—— Ee _—C 


nt, 
1is 
nd 


verable, and death finds me without hope. 


- by palming upon them inferior articles, 





WATCHMAN AND REPOSITORY. 


Youths? Department. 











CONDUCTED BY MRS. J. R. SPOOWER. 


eee ~_ 


[Selected.] 
The First Wrong Step. 

Could the curtain be lifted that conceals the histo- 
ry of individuals as the light of a future world will 
reveal it, of how many young men who have made 
wreck of character, conscience and soul, would the 
following confession be a graphic outline. This 
aketch is offered as a heacon voice to say to every 
young man, Beware of the first step in sin, 

«Take care,” said a father to his son, ‘‘ of the 
first step in sin.” Good as the advice was, it was 
forgotten of neglected. The son, confident in his 
own. strength of mind, felt indignant at the implica- 
tion that he could be guilty of a dishonorable act. 
Years passed on, the venerable father had long been 
reposing inthe grave, and his son, at the age of 
fifty, reduced by disease to the last verge of life, 
made the following dying confession: 

‘* Life draws to a elose; my career has been mis- 
A mis- 
spent life is about to be sueceeded by a terrible reck- 
oning. An afféctionate futher earnestly cautioned 
me, in the days of my self-confiding youth, to guard 
against the first step insin. His advice was thought- 
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‘lessly rejected, and to this may all my subsequent 


miseries be traced. While under my father’s roof, 
anil impressed by his example, | thought that I could 
never be induced to utter a falsehood; but when en- 
gaged in business, I was tempted to secure purcha- 


-sers by exaggerating the quality-of my goods, and 


this so weakened the moral sense that [ could soon, 
without compunction, habitually deceive purchasers 
This pre- 
pared the way for direct. falsehood, and at this | 
learned never to hesitate, when I conceived it to be 
for my worldly profit. By constant practice, I soon 
lost all reverence for the sacred. character of truth, 
and at length, on more than one occasion, I perjured 
myself for gain, with no other counteracting feeling 
than that of the fear of detection. Betweem perju- 
ry and the first departure from strict truth there is 
a wide difference; and yet I can now see the descent 
was gradual and easy. The first step led tothe 
last.” 
THE SECOND STEP. 

“In regard to profaneness, [ had been taught to 
regard it as disreputable and wrong. But mixing 
with men of the world, I soon imitated their exam- 
ple in confirming my word with strong.asseverations. 
‘These are regarded as innocent hy many, but.they 
led to greater departures .from the proprieties of 
speech. An occasional oath seemed to give force to 
a declaration, and God was appealed to on slight.oc- 
easions. Soon all reverenee for the divine name 
wore off, and incommon conversation it was-used 
in a profane and impious manner. Swearing be- 
came a habit, until at length my conversation. was 
interlarded with oaths, and my anger was expressed 
in the most terrible imprecations. Thus, also, be- 
tween the first and the last there was a natural con- 
nection.” 

THE THIRD STEP. 

*¢ Could | ever commit a wilful fraud? The time 
was when I would have spurned the insinuation. I 
felt strong in conscious integrity. ‘The artifices of 
business, however, to which I referred, not only in- 


dondonment of common honesty. Praising geods 


approaches of intemperance; and my father’s max- 
im was, they only are positively safe who refrain 
from taking the first false step. This caution I soon 
learned to ridicule. It was well enough, | thought, 
for those who had no power of self-control, to avoid 
all contact with the exhilarating cup; but as for 
myself, | had too good an opinion of my own reso- 
lution to doubt my power of abstinence, whenever I 
pleased to exercise it. [ felt no difficulty in enjoy- 
ing myself in this way in moderation, and even 
should {, for the sake of good companionship, in- 
dulge in occasional excess, I could prevent it from 
degenerating into a slavish habit. Thus I reasoned, 
and thus I blinded myself. Imade the first false 
step; for some time I advanced, but still could per- 
ceive no danger. I began moderately, and only in- 
creased in quantity as I felt my system, from a little 
practice, abler to bear it. For several years I was 
sensible of no very serious evils resulting from the 
enjoyment. But at length I suffered the shame of a 
publie exposure in a state of beastly intoxication. 
For a moment I relented, and determined to tax my 
resolution for an entire reform, It shall be so, 1 
said; but it was not so. I felt chained like a galley- 
slave; my efforts to abstain only convinced me that 
Ihad placed myself under the power of a demon 
who could retain his prisoner. 1 was, in short, an 
irreclaimable drunkard; and each succeeding day 
only sunk me deeper into the abyss of degradation 
and ruin, from whichI might have been saved by 
guarding the first step. 

«Similar has been my career in other vices; the 
lustful thought-has entailed;licentious habits; anger 
in the heart has led to malice and revenge; and here, 
at length, lies the victim of those vices, worn out in 
body, broken down in reputation, lost in self-respect, 
shocked at the recollection of the past, affrighted in 
view of the future. @h! how different might it 
have been, had I been careful to guard against the 
first step im sin.” 





The Bew-Drops. 

There was once a little bey very much beloved by 
his parents on account of his readiness to learn, and 
the excellence of his disposition. He was general- 
ly cheerful and happy; but one morning he com- 
plained to his father because the dew-drops were 
not permitted to live longer on the flowers. ‘He 
wanted them to glitter and sparkle all through the 
day, just as they did in the morning. -“'The sun,” 
said the child, “has chased them away with his 
heat, and swallowed them up io his wrath.” 

Soon afterwards there came rain and a rainbow, 
upon which the father pointed apwards. “See!” 
said he, ‘there stand the dew-drops gloriously re- 
set, a glittering jewelry in the heavens. ‘Thus learn, 
my child, that which withers on earth, often lives 
and shines more brightly on high.” 

So spake the father, and in so speaking, he utter- 
ed prophetic language. For in a few days after this, 
his little boy, with all his loveliness and intelligence, 
was summoned away from earth, exhaled like the 
bright dew-drops from beneath the eye of the fond 
father; only,.however, to shine with increased lus- 
tre in the clear sky.—S. S. Treasury. 





An Enigma. 


{ am composed of 16 letters. 
My 13.41 14 15, is a sea-weed; 





volved a departure from truth, but led to the aban-| My 10 5 6, is an animal feared by many children; 
| My 4 5.10, is an earthern vessel; 


beyond their value to tempt purchasers, was follow-| My 4 5.7 14, is a selitary abode; 


ed by more direct and positive frauds; and from 
frauds of a minor kind, [ was finally led to cheat my 


| My. 9 11 12, is an implement used by ladies; 
|My 9 2 11 10, is the horror of man; 


creditors out of a large amount, by a pretended and | My 1.10 5.13 2, is a weed hated by farmers; 


fraudulent insolvency. All the public odium conse- 
quent upon such a maneuvre was encountered with- 


| My 9-11 26 2, is a temple consecrated to religion; 


| My.1 25-8, is a repository for bread and wine. 


out a blush, and for the sake of present gain I was | My 8 5.7 34, is an.article ef merchandize. 


willing to throw away allthe reputation I had.” 
THE FOURTH STEP. 
‘¢ Often had I been cautioned against the insidious 


I am the name of a great man. G. -W. 





The way to condemn bad faults, is to do good. 
’ 


“I shall only be idle a minute.” A minute in 
which time the idea of Hamlet’s soliloquy flashed 
upea Shakspeare’s mind. A minute! in which Na- 
poleow gained the summit ef the Ajps. A minute! 
in which a tear reached the eye of the repentant 
prodigal; says the Chicago ‘Tribune. We always 
consider it a matter of moment. 


“THE WATCHMAN. 


——e—e—e—eeeeeeeeeere>> 











OI 


ELI BALLOU, EDITOR. 


tn ten nen 


MONTPELIER, FEBRUARY 22, 1845, 








Important Queries. 


The inquiries which I propose in this communication, 
are not made in any spirit of captious intermeddling with 
other men’s optnions; neither will the brother. to whose 
declarations I respectfully allude, se understand me. 
Were he not one of our pro‘oundest men, and no less 
worthy of the esteem than the confidence of the com- 
munity in which he moves, as a preacher, and one from 
whom we have reason to expect ‘* the things which be- 
come sound doctrine ” in all his.pulpit performances, ne 
remarks or queries, like these, would appear; nor, till 
this moment, did my right hand know my thoughts upon 
this subject. The sentiments at issue, however, are 
public property, and exert influences for better or for 
worse. As such, let us soberly consider them. 

1. T understood my brother to say, and repent it im- 
pressively,—‘* If there is no future state, man hasne 
reason to be thankful for his existence.’? The query 
arose in my mind, ‘Why se? Is the present existence a 
curse, instead of a blessing? True, the apostle says, 
“<If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable.’’ But this does not amount te 
the meaning of the above declaration; because, though 
we strain the passage so as to make it mean that the 
**most miserable’? of all men had ‘no reason to be 
grateful for existence,” it would not follow but that the 
less miserable had. The apostle’s meaning I suppose to 
be, that Christians had cherished a glorious hope of im- 
mortality and bliss, through their risen and ascended 
Masier; and if this hope were destroyed, and they were 
doomed to limit their expectations to the momentary 
joys of the -present life, their condition would be more 
deplorable than if they had never had such hopes to be 
blasted by disappointment. The cup of their pleasing 
antieipations being dashed in pieces before their eyes, 
and its ambrosial contents diffused in wastefulness, their 
despondency would be overpowering. So we might nat- 
urally conclude. But, they were not so dvomed. So 
faras we know, those Christians lived and died in the 
felicitous triumphs of gospel faith, and we believe they 
will awake to the eternal fruition of a blissful futurity. 
But—should they never awake from the slumbers of the 
grave, their existence may still have been « blessing,— 
providing their enjoyments here, overbalaneed their suf- 
ferings. Is not this true, of human nature in general? 
if not, where is the evidence of the equality of the Di- 
vine government? 
his misery ? 

2. I understood my eloquent brother to say that, 
** Death was as necessary as life, or, in other words, it 
is as necessary for man to die, as to be born.”” Now, I 
have no room to discuss this point, in a philosophical 
view, but must content myself by inquiring, how this 
position can be made to harmonize with some other 
things? My brother taught distinctly, that, at a coming 
of the Lord, all who are then alive on the earth, will be 
changed ma moment, and become immortal as the an- 
gels of God; and, of course, never die, literally. Hence, 
death is not necessary for them to be immortal and hap- 
py. Why, then, might not all others have changed 
worlds by a happy transition: from mortal to immortal, 
from time to eternity, without enduring the pains of 
death? Had it not been for-sin, might not all men have 
been taken or translated like Enoch or-Elijah, or chang- 
ed, as my brother thinks a favored number will be? Can 
he point out @my natural necessity for dying, to get out 
of this world, as there is, for being born, to get ino it ? 

No one but myself, knows for whom these queries. are 
designed. I think them-entitled te serious considera- 
tion. _R. 8. 


Does not man’s happiness exceed 
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The Editor has been quite unwell for three of four 
weeks past, but is now much better; and in order to 
make it! practicable for him to be absent to attend the 
Conference at Keeseville, he has taken the liberty to 
transfer the following articles from Br. Cobb’s Christian 
Freeman, and one from the Star of Bethlehem, to his 
editorial department. The articles are all good, and 
just the ones he desired to publish; and, as other 
matter and communications of correspondents are 
crowding in the other departments of the paper, he 
trusts that his readers will be satisfied with the arrange- 
meat. 











Capital Punishment, 

The death penalty is a subject which more and more 
engages the attention of the humane and philosophic 
portion of our community. To go at work ia cool blood, 
and kill a brother man, when he is in our power, and we 
can keep him in safety, is a fearful piece of work,a 
barbarous and needless piece of work; and the commu- 
nity is getting to feel it to be such. It is not now with us, 
as with a comparatively uncivilized people, who know 
of no way to secure a man-killer from doing further harm 
but to kill him in turn. We have places of safe-keeping, 
wherein we can secure criminals, and that too ina _ situ- 
ation from which they may send out to the world, from 
their later, and perhaps penctential reflections, a voice 
of more effective and enduring admonition to others. 

But we took up our pen at this particular moment, to 
say a word on the uncertainty of human judgment, as an 
argument against capital punishment under present cir- 
cumstances. 

While this very uncertainty produces a fearfulness 
with Jurors, and causes that many guilty and dangerous 
men go free, who might have been convicted if impris- 
onment were substituted for hanging, there are yet some 
condemned and executed, who were innocent of the 
crime alledged. 

The last Liverpool Mail Ship to Boston, brought the 
painful intelligence that an innocent man was hanged: in 
England some ten years ago. A person now living in 
India lately confessed himself the murderer, and certifi- 
ed that the executed man had no participation in the 
deed. O who can describe the heart-rending agonies of 
the tender relations of this wronged man? They are 
glad he was innocent; but what new sources of pain 
and grief are now opened in their hearts. They had 
been pained and mortified at his supposed crime; but 
they had quietly submitted to his death, with the under- 
standing that he had himself forfeited his life to the law 
of the land. But now, what a deep, throbbing, com- 
fortless agony wrings their hearts! They think of that 
fond, pure, affectionate husband, father, son, brother 
and friend, seized and ironed, under the charge of the 
highest crime, condemned without pity, torn from every 
endearment of his soul, and hurried by the hands of his 
neighbors into the dark shades of death, protesting to 
If he 
a life’s imprisonmeat, O with what 
of law fly to the prison house, 
doors, and lead out the prisoner 
embrace of loving, waiting, and 


his innocence to the mocking unbelieving crowd. 
had been sentenced to 
zest would the heralds 
throw open the prison 
to the life restoring 
rapturously rejoicing friends. 

Our pen was put in motion on this topic now, by a let- 
ter just loaned us by Br. C, Spear, received by him from 
an eye witness of the late execution of Miller at Troy. 
On reading it, we cannot resist the impression that he 
may be innocent. And what a sorry sight, to see the 
sheriff take his neighbor, whose meek and Christian de- 
portment had won his affections, and deliberately place 
the noose around his neck, and chock him to death! It 


need not, it should not be. But here is the letter:— 


Troy, N. Y,, January 28, 1845. 
Friend Spear:—That unfortunate man, William Miller, 
who was convicted of the murder of George West, last 
November, was this afternoon, at half past 3 o’clock, 


executed—‘‘was hung by the neck until he was peav!”’ He! 


has ever, and decided/y, declared that he was innocent of 
the alleged crime—that he was not the instigator of the 


murder—and that he never injured West in any manner | from Br. Brittan, should be forced, for decency’s sake, | 


whatever. He was visited yesterday by the foreman of the 


jury that convicted him,and was told that if he would con- | 
fess that he was guilty of the crime, he would endeavor to | 
have his punishment commuted, or would gain for him 


at Jeast, a respite of a few days. Miller unhesitatingly 
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West.’? He has been visited by many of the citize 
the city, for the purpose of gaining from him a confes- 
sion. His relatives, brothers and sisters, and his minis- 
ter have made the same effort—but all have been una- 
vailing. He has also declared his innocency in the strong- 
est terms. 

At 3 o’clock this afternoon, tlie doors of the jail were 
thrown open and about 175 persons admitted to witness 
the murder! (legalized murder, All was'made ready, 
and the inauspicious victim was placed upon the stand. 
His minister, first, had the privilege to converse with 
him and ofier prayer. Next the Sheriff—who endeavor- 
ed once more to make him confess him the crime, but in 
vain. He told him—** that while be had been under his 
charge he had conducted himself with christian proprie- 
ty, &c., and wished him not to censure him, (sheriff) for 
he was the instrument of the law, and the deed was an 
obligation which he was bound, by the force of such 
law to fulfil.” He was then told—**that he had one 
minute to live,’’ and was asked again if he were guilty. 
le answered—** Berore Gop [ am INNOCENT—BE- 
FoRE Curist I AM INNOCENT,—AND BEFORE you I 
AM INNOCENT!’ The cord was loosed and he was 
hanging by the neck—and the last word that trembled 
on his lips, was **fNwocENT!”’ 

The greatest excitement now prevails throughout the 
city. Most of those that witnessed the horrible deed, 
are of opinion that he was not guilty. The evidence 
that convicted him was, as [ understand, wholly circum- 
stancial;and there is no doubt in my mind but that an mno- 
cent man has been executed in the city of Troy! Among 
those that were present at the execution, are some who 
| are deeply affected, and say that they ‘‘never wish to 
witness the dead again.’? There are others who feel 
well pleased, seemingly, and say that ‘‘ he was beauti- 
fully killed.’’ [hope that a like scene will never be en- 
acted in this city or in any other. But the nefarious law 
exists, and every good and humane man should exert him- 
self for its abolition. I have not time to write more. 

Yours, truly, : 








Elder Knapp at Bridgeport, Ct. 

Some two wecks ago we gave account of the dedica- 
tion of a Universalist Meeting-House at Bridgeport. This 
event excited some alarm in the troops of the opposition 
in that place, and they sent to New York for Elder 
Knapp to come and demolish Universalism. He obeyed 

he call, and commenced operations in manner as he is 


wont to do in such cases. On an evening when he was 


to make a grand onset, Br. Brittan was present, and a 
scene was enacted truly characteristic of that noted 
brawler. The New York Christian Messenger contains 
a full account of it, but we have only room for a short 
extract, which will be as good for our readeis as the 
whole. 


‘* Br. Brittan and one or two friends had been pre- 
sent through the whole meeting, but had determined to 
do or say nothing until the meeting was closed. A's soon 
as the benediction was pronounced, Br. Brittan being in 
the gallery, arose and asked permission to say a few 
words before the congregation retired. The only an- 
swer he got, was—‘ Sing, brethren, sing!!’ As soon 
as the singing ended, Knapp commenced a torm of pray- 
er, but what a mockery! Its character, however, can 
be best understeod from his language, of which the fol- 
| lowing ig a fair sample: ‘Lord, shake the Universalist 

preacher over hell! Riddle him over the hot embers! 
Smite HiM!! Send anawful tremor over him! Fill 
| his soul with horror, that he may frighten his followers 
| back from their brink of DAMNATION!!’ 

‘After Knapp had expended his fury, a Mr. Tisdell, of 
New Haven, bearing the title of Reverend followed. 
) He would have Br. Brittan see his awful wickedness, 
and repent, ere it was forever too late; would have the 
ghosts of murdered souls haunt his imagination, &c.; 
but there was still a drop of mercy in Ais heart, for he 
| prayed that if there was any mercy in heaven for such a 
| wretch as Br. B. he might find it. Unfortunately, since 
that evening, it is rumored that Mr. T. has found it ne- 
cessary to dissolve his connection with his Society, from 
causes closely akin to the now-a-days usual develope- 
ments! 

‘*Another individual followed Mr. Tisdell, and then the 
pastor of the church (Mr. Smith) of whose effort, take 
the following as a specimen—‘ Lord, we are glad that 
thy word has hit the mark to-night. We have wounded 
the enemy. Thou knowest that we are ready to meet 
the adversary at all points. Lord, bring up the heavy 
artilery, charged with grape shot,’ &c.”’ 











} 
| And so the account goes on, until Knapp succeeded, 
after repeated eflorts, to get the lights extinguished, that 


| the people, many of whom insisted on hearing a word 


| to leave the house. 

Such is the agency, by which, as the former employ- 
ers of Knapp in this region are now fully satisfied, the 
cause of religion is wounded in the house of its professed 


said—‘** I cannot say thatlam Guixry, for I am an| friends. 


INNOCENT MAN!’ On receiving the communication 
of the Governor, refusing a pardon or respite, he again 





The President elect arrived at Washington, on 


reiterated the same—‘*J am innocent of the murder of | Thursday evening, the 13th inst, 





RY. 


ns of Universalism in the Islands of the Sea. of 


Some time ago-we published a letter from Br. Breare, 
of Halifax, N. S., announcing the fact of the existence 
of a Universalist preacher and society on the Island of 
New Zeeland. Br. Price in the last N. Y¥. Christian 
Messenger, gives a sketch of a letter which he has just 
received from a lady in Bermuda, who, with a female 
neighbor, is rejoicing in the gospel hope. The following 
is an extract of the letter:— 


Mrs. T. received her papers safe by Capt. Hall, and 
we feel the greatest pleasure in finding that you are well, 
and that you still send forth your excellent paper. Those 
you sent were the most acceptable New Years’ present 
we could have received. Day and night I peruse them, 
and never tire, my delight in reading them is so great. 
O! what do they lose who despise the blessed news of a 
world’s salvation from sin and misery! And how eertain 
—how sure the glad tidings are! 

** | observe your notice of Prof. Bush on the Resur- 
rection. [am very anxious to obtain it. Will you send 
a copy by , Without fail. He will bring it safe to 
| me. And whatever the price is, I will remit it immedi- 
ately; and also through me, Mrs. T. will send you $2, 
for another years’ subscription to the paper, which she 
says she will continue to take as long as it is to be had, 
and she lives!’’ 





" [n another place she exclaims—‘* Here Iam still, in 
this little Isfand, where they abhor Universalism! I 
wish I was in my dear, native city, New York, but God’s 
will be done! Do not send my things by any chance 
conveyance. They are so opposed to Universalism here, 
and call me a dangerons woman, that my books might 
be destroyed out of pure charity to my principles! All 
who know me, know how dearly I prize the good news.”’ 

Her letter is under date of Jan. 10. She says that 
the Admiral’s: ship, the Illustrious, was there. One of 
her officers being on shore, inquired if there were any 
Universalists on the Island. He was answered ‘ Yes— 
on Olive Hill.’ He immediately called on our corres- 
pondent and her friend Mrs. T. She says, ‘ he seemed 
delighted to talk of the glad tidings, said he learned the 
sentiment in Halifax, and that he was proelaiming it 
through his ship. He wanted tracts, he said, and books, 
to distribute through the ship’s company.. [tg We did 
not let him go away empty handed.”’ 

The British officer referred to, who learned the truth 
at Halifax, probably received that light from the minis- 
try of Br. Breare, whose place of worship ovr brethren 
in Boston and vicinity contributed to erect. Aad so peo- 
ple from different parts of the world drop in at our sea- 
port churches, and receive the word, and become mis- 
sionaries to bear it abroad m the earth. Brethren, when 
you are sustaining the institution of religious instruction 
and worship, let us remember that we are not serving 
ourselves alone, but mankind. 


Cantos D. Stuart, the writer of the interesting 
letter concluded on our last page of this week, is we be- 
lieve, a native of Berlin, which is, as it were, but a step 
from our office. We trust, his letter will be read with 
pleasure by our readers, especially by those who knew 
him in the sunny and merry days of boyhood. Though, 
he may not have seen, in his travels, negro slaves whip- 
ped or abused, yet, we think such cases do sometimes 
happen. A traveller in passing through New England, 
may not see any horses or oxen unmercifully treated, 
and yet, there are here, not a few men, or monsters in 
human shape, who do most shamefully mal-treat the 
faithfol animals. Probably, it is something so, in the 
| South with regard to the treating of the ‘* human cat- 
| tle!’? Mr. S. graphically and truly, no doubt, repre- 











| sents, that the greatest evil of slavery falls on the slave- 
| holders themselves. Very well, it ought to be so under 
| the government ofa just God! They will go blindly on to 
| destruction! Their case is now, past recovery! 





| Universalist Free Church in Boston, 


| Our friends in Boston have formed a ‘* Free Church 
| Association,’’ the object of which is, to establish and 
| support a ‘* Free Church’’ in that city for the benefit of 
the poor. That is,employ a minister to preach every 
Sabbath,and make the meeting free for all who may desire 
to do so, and that ** without money and without price.’’ 
Each member of the Association, is to pay the sum of 
one dollar yearly into its treasury. We think the plan 
is a good one and if carried out energetically, will be 
the means of doing much good to a large class of 
deserving persons. 
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| kvcenpiary ArrempT.—A most daring attempt to| Br. E. A. Holbrook, of Malone, N. ¥., appoints to 


A Picture—Behold! 
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The following morceau is from a sermon published | set fire to the Eastern Railroad Depot was made on | preach in Shelburne the 4th Sabbath in Feb. 


sometime since in the ‘* National Preacher,’”? a work | 


which represents the style and matter of modern ortho- 


‘dox preaching, we never said anything of the doctrine of 


endless woe more severe or condemnatory, than this ex- 
hibition of it by one of its devoted friends and advocates. 

“This itis that forms the crowning point in the 
wretchedness of the damned,—their woes shall nev- 
er end! Those fires will never die out; that worm 
will never cease its gnawings ; that frame lacerated 
in every fibre—quivering in every muscle, and bleed- 
ing with anguish at every pore, will never sink ex- 
hausted. Respite there is none, relief none, change 
is hopeless, escape impossible, and death—oh! °tis a 
living death ; the sou! grappling in one eternal strug- 
gle with the monster death,—bleeding in intensity of 
agony from his envenomed darts,—is ever-fainting, 
ever-dying—but never, never, never dead! Were 
annihilation possible after countless ages had rolled 
away, the gloomy anticipation might yield some re- 
Jief—lend some support to the soul against its tide of 
sorrows ; but annihilation is hopeless—its impossible: 
for God has pronounced the curs eternal. His pkeatH 
FANS THE FIRE—HIS ALMIGHTY ARM SUSTAINS THE 
SUFFERER TO ENDURE IT.” 

There, reader, you have in this the doctrine in all its 
Talk of misrepre- 
senting such a concentration of savageness and blasphe- 
my! why one might as well talk of slandering Satan 
himself. The thing is impossible in itself. 

What a horrible thought that God’s breath fans the 
fires of hell! and that his almighty arm holds the 
wretch in being, only that he may suffer the torments 
which would crush him out of existence but ‘fer God’s 
atrength so exerted. And ‘this passes for Christianity. 
Gracious heavens, what can be more monstrous! 


Conference at Stratford, N. H. 

There will be a Conference meeting at the Church in 
Stratford, the 4th Wednesday and Thursday (26th and | 
27th,) in February. Friends coming from the seuth wish- | 
ing for entertainment, will call at Asa Hatch’s er David 
Platt’s; those from the north, at Edward Sprague’s. 

Br. Sampson, have I not a promise from you? or is it | 
forfeited by procrastination? Br. Ward, are you not al- | 
most ready to visit the pleasant Connecticut. Brs. Ta-| 
bor, Scott, Taylor, Ballou, and as many more as can, 
come up and help us. B. F. HATCH. 


atrocious and infernal monstrousness. 














Wews Items. 


Late Prom Mextco.—Santa Ana Captured.— 


‘Information has been received, and declared before 


the Mexican Congress, of the capture of Santa Ana, 
by four men. Previous to his capture he destroyed | 
the city of Puebla murdering the inhabitants, &c. 
His army amounted to: 10,000 or 12,000 men. We 
learn that his army left him leaving him deserted and | 
alone. It is the opinion there in Mexico-that Snata | 
Ana will be shot. | 





The Bill to admit the territories of Florida and 
lowa into the Union passed the U. S. House of 
Representatives on ‘Thursday, the 13th inst., by a’ 
vote wf 145 to 46. | 

Tue License Questrion.—In the case of Samuel | 
'L-hurlow, plaintiff in -error, vs. the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, the U.S. Supreme Court being 
alivided on the question as to the unconstitutionality 
of the Massachusetts license laws, delivered on opin- 
jon, but directed that the case be continued to the 
next term.—North Star. 








Tue Postage Binit.—We are rejoiced to announce 
the passage through the Senate, by a large major- 
ity, of the Bill to reduce the Rates of Postage—an 
act that will meet the universal approbation of the 
people. The Bill makes every letter or package 
weighing less than half an ounce a single letter, and 
reducing the charge ona single letter for any dis- 
tance to five cents, and five cents a half ounce for 
any additional weight. Newspapers of less than 
1906 square inches (50 inches{by 38) are to be charged 
the same as at present, but carried free for any dis- 
tunce less than thirty miles. Newspapers of over 
1900 square inches, Magazines and all other Printed 
Matter, two and a half cents for each copy sent, of 
Jess weight than one ounce, for any distance, and | 
one cent for each additional ounce or fraction more! 
than half an ounce; Circulars, &c. unsealed, two | 
cents each...The Franking Privilege is abolished, | 
except for Members of Congress, Mrs. Madison, | 
Mrs. Harrison and the Ex-Presidents. 

The bill passed the Senate by a vote of 38 to 12. 


new piece of terra firma. 


Saturday evening, but its accomplishment was pre- | 
vented by a timely discovery. A young man in the 
employ of the company, seeing, soon after ten o’clock, | 
from the corner of Washington-street, a light shining 
through the window of the Depot, and suspecting 
there was semething wrong about it, ran to the spot, 
and found that the ladies’ room had been forcibly 
entered, and the curtains, &c, piled near the screen 
and fired, the Jight from which was what he saw 
shining through the ticket and outer windows. ‘The 
fire was quenched without spreading a general alarm. 
It was afterwards ascertained that the several rooms 
had been entered, the desks rifled, some baggage cut 
open, and a few trifling articles stolen. {ft will be 
seen that the President has offered $100 for the per- 
petrator of the outrage.—Salem Register. 


An Eptror mutcrep.—S. C. Varney, Editor of 
the Lowell paper called the ‘ Vox Populi,’ bas been 
raulcted in the sum of $100, for a libel upon Jacob 
Currier. 





The Hon. Wm. L. Dayton, of N. J., has been 
reelected U. S. Senator for six years from the 4th of 
March next. Gen. Cass of Michigan, has been elect- 
ed U. S. Senator for six years from the 4th of March 
next, in place of Hon. Mr. Porter, whose term ex- 
pires. 


A New Isranp.—Captain Simons of the brig 
Faith, which arrived at Baltimore on Wednesday 
last from the Pacific, says that he discovered a new 
island on the 3ist of October, 1843, near the island 
of Carisfoot on the track from Otaheite to Valpa- 
raiso. Latitude 21 min. 10sec.—Longitude 133 min. 
54sec. He says it is about six miles in circumfer- 
ence, but although he went completely around it in 
a boat, the breakers at every peint prevented his 
landing. We suppose that ne power will dispute 
with our Government the title by discovery to this 
The Captain names it 
the Isle of Faith, atter his vessel. 








Execution.—On the 14th inst. the extreme pen- 
alty of the law was executed in the State Prison 
Yard, Providence, R. I. on John Gordon, convicted 


| on circumstantial evidence of being a participator in 


the murder of Amasa Sprague. 





Brock’s Monument, at Queenston W. C., is to be 
rebuilt next summer. The funds in the hands of 
the committee appointed for this purpose, amount to 
$16,000. [tis estimated that it will cost $30,000, 


‘and the Provincial Parliament is solicited for the 
| balance. 








Necro Surrrace.—A petition has been presented 
to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, praying that | 
preliminary steps may be taken to amend the State | 
constitution so as to confer the right of suffrage up- 
on persons of color. “An animated debate sprung up 
on the 8th inst., upon a motion to refer to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, with instructions to report against 
the petition. ‘The raotion was finally adopted by the 
yeas 17, nays.10. 





Loncevity.—Three persons died at Hudson, one 
on the 7th and the others on the 8th inst., the aggre- 
gate of whose ages ‘was 240 years. 


last night by the Justices (Morsell and Goddard,) 
requiring the accused to give bail in the sum of sev- 
enteen thousand dollars for his appearance at the 


next Criminal Court, on the second Monday in | 
March, 1845, to answer to the charge of embezzle- | 


ment. His securities are the Hon. Emery D. Potter 
and Mr. Bryan Leonard.—WNatl. Intelligencer, 13th. 

Porutation or Missovur1.—This state contains 
according to the census of 1844, 511,937 inhabitants. 
Being an increase of 128,235 in four years. 








British Desr.—The amount of the British Debt 
on the 5th of January, 1843 was £791,256,140 ; 
equal to near $4,000,000,000. 


The village of East Wetumka, Alabama, was laid 
in ruins by fire on the morning of the 29th ult. 
About fifty houses and 1800 bales of cotton were 
consumed. Loss estimated at about $200,000—in- 
surance about $50,000. 





Tppointments. 
Br. Warren will preach at Woodbury on the 4th Sun- 
day in Feb. 


Br. Browning will preach:in the Academy at Jericho 
Centre the first Gunday in March. 


Br. J. B. Morse will preach in East Randolph next 
Sabbath. 


The Editor will preach at East Montpelier next Sab- 
bath, 


Br. Boyden appoints to preach at Hardwick hollow 
the first Sunday in March and will leeture in Greensboro 
Mouday evening following. 


Br, Boyden appoints to preach at Stanbridge, E. C., 
the 3d Sunday in ‘March, and the Sunday following at 
such place.in that vicinity as the friends may appoint, 
and leave word with A. Martendale, of Stanbridge, or 
with Br. Ford, of Glover, previous to the first Wednes- 
day in March. 











Married. 

In Weston, Feb. 9th, by Rev. S.C. Loveland, Mr. 
Simeon Morse to Miss Hannah B. Graves, both of Wes- 
ton. 

In Danville, Feb. 13th, by Rev. L. H. Tabor, Mr. Da- 
vid Nelson, of Ryegate, to Miss Martha C. Dole, of B. 





Died. 

In Cavendish, Jan. 27th, Josephine A., daughter of 
Mr. Jonas, and Mrs. Alice Hadley, aged 9 years and 8 
days. 

The subject of this obituary was taken very suddenly 
with an inflammation on the bowels, and was sick only 8 
days, during which time she suffered as much as falls to 
the lot of humanity. In a word, she rested not, day nor 
night. She was too pure for such a world as this; and 
Jesus has called her home toa land of rest, where she 
will unite with angelic spirits, and sing the song of re- 
demption, and of redeeming love and grace. She 
was the youngest of ten children, and was dearly 
and tenderly beloved by the family. They called her 
the ** durling babe,’’ and the “ dear little cherub,” and 
bless God, ‘* of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ Truly 
has this family been called to drink deep of the kitter 
dregs of sorrow, and to drop the parting tear. They 
weep, but it is with a lively faith, and a bright hope that 


| they shall meet again in that spirit land, where pain and 


sickness never come—where parting is unknown—where 
death is destroyed, and life and immortality forever 
reigns. 

And the writer too feels to weep in sorrow, and with 
those that mourn jn tears. May the God of all grace be 
with and sustain all who mourn on the present occasion: 
and more especially with an absent brother, who is far 
in the ‘‘sunny south.’? May the words of the poet be 
cherished and realized : 

‘* Weep not for her—the glorious bands 
Of heaven surround her now; 
The wreath of immortality 
Sits smiling on her brow; 
O, rather give the tears to those 
©’er whom long life its shadow throws, 
Whose cares, and griefs, and fears, must 
Weigh down the spirit to the dust.”’ 
Let them realize that the Lord gave—that it is He that 
hath taken away what is pure and lovely, May the Gos 
pel comfort—bind up the broken, bleeding heart—and 
pour the oil of joy and consolation into the wounded bo- 
som; and at last receive us all to himself. WN. C. H. 

In Woodstock, (South Village,) on the morning of the 
26th of Jan., Mrs. Cynthia, wife of Richard Hays, Esq., 
aged 50 years. Her complaint, the dropsy. 

In the demise of this excellent sister in our Israel, a 


| great,and as seems to the deeply afflicted husband, daugh- 
The MeNulty investigation was brought to a close | t 
| rienced. Mrs. H. was a woman esteemed most highly 


ter, and family connections, an irreparable loss is expe- 


by those who knew her best. An acquaintance ot more 
than ten years, has only served to increase our admira- 
| tion of her virtues. Being of a calm and thoughtful turn 
of mind, her opinions were not hastily formed, nor cen- 
| soricusly expressed. From her precious lips we have 
never heard an unkind. expression escape. During a 
feebleness, varying in degrees, of long standing, the gen- 
tle sufferer was always calm, confiding, and uncomplain- 
| ing. As her dropsical disease appeared to approach its 
| termination, and her sufferings increased, (though not 
| confined to her room,) she was all submission to the Di- 
vine will, and exhibited constantly, the evidences of 
strengthening faith and brightenmg hope. At the cles- 
ing scene, in the full possession of her reasoning facul- 
ties, she requested that it might be made known, that 
her belief in universal grace, holiness, and happiness, 
was good in life, and better in the hour of death. Ac- 
cordingly, it was done at her funeral, before a larger 
congregation than we ever before saw in the place, ona 
similar occasion; the circle of the family acquaintance, 
being very extensive. For the information of friends 
abroad, it may be well to say that, during her last illness, 
our beloved sister enjoyed the company of their dear 
daughter and her companion and sweet babe, who were 
| providentially brought hither. Her loving eyes rested 
| on them with delight. They are a comfort now the so:- 
Of our departed friend, we 


rowing husband and father. 
may add, 
She *‘ says, O come: my. angel come! 
_ Bear me to my eternal home.”’ R. 8. 
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The Daughter's Request. 
Father they tell me to-night thou'lt bring 
A bride to our home of sadness, 
And the halis of mourning again will ring 
With the sound of mirth and gladness. 
Father, my heart is sad —and wild 
With anguish, my brain is reeling! 
Nay! frown not thus on thy motherless child, 
But bear with this burst of feeling. 


Thou know’st, on my mother’s grave the flowers 
Of a year have scarcely started, 
Then chide me not, if in this sad hour, 
I weep for the dear departed. 
O, bear with the gushing tears awhile, 
For my heart is oppressed with sadness, 
And then to-night I wil! strive to smile, 
And wear a look of gladness. 


Father!—a boon I ask—’tis all 
Thou may’st grant to a heart thus riven, 
’Tis the image that hangs in yonder hall, 
Of her who is now in Heaven! 
That beautiful face so sweetly mild, 
With its look of gentle meekness, 
Hath a power o’er the heart of her erring child. 
In its wildest moments of weakness. 


And to-night when those maddening thoughts arise, 
Which my spirit of peace is robbing, 

I will gaze in the depths of those soft dark eyes, 
Till it stilleth my hearts wild throbbing! 

They tell me, she thou wilt bring to-night, 
Is fair as a poet’s vision; 

A creature with form and face as bright, 
As they who people Elysium. 


But it swelleth my heart with painful thrill, 
That the image of another, 

Ere her kiss is cold on our fips, should fill 
The place of my sainted mother. 

But grant me the boon I ask, and though 
Each fibre with grief 1s aching, 

The beautiful bride shall never know, 
That the heart of thy child is breaking! 

















Miscellany. 


From the N. Y. Chris. Messenger. 
Correspondence. 
(Concluaded.) 


From Fredericksburgh I went to Richmond, the 
eapitol, from thence to Petersburg, a fine flourishing 
city, and from there to Norfolk the naval station. 1 
noticed some curious customs in all Virginia cities 
and towns. For instance—the real Virginian leaves 
every door open through which he passes; he in- 
variably crosses the streets at an angle, as though 
walks were not; he rides on horse-back very mach, 
carrying a pair of saddle-bags always, and sits back 
on the saddle, looking very much like the man riding 
the comet in Alton’s Almanac. And then, alihough 
he laughs at New Hampshire twang, he addresses 
you very yankeel-y, as “Wister”; and “ Now, Mis- 
ter, do you see that thar?” and he calls an audience, 
“amighty smart lot,’ “a heap,” and thinks, poor 
soul, that there is no place like the town fe lives in. 
[always agreed on that poiut, not wishing to bring 
my nativity into a comparison, A country Virgin- 
ian, be he never so hospitable and clever, is as green 
and ‘squashy” as a veritable “ Vermonter.” [saw 
enough to convince me of that; beside, many are 
quite ignorant. 

You would laugh to see the negroes carrying loads 





} 


| 


| dolent lord by the immense profit it brings ; that day | 


lars per month, and then work on the docks for a 
shilling an hour, often making twenty dollars a month; 
and if business is doll, they have only to fall back 
upon the master’s hands. 

In Petersburg the negroes have three churches ; 
they are almost all Methodists, that kind of religious 
manifestation suiting their propensities best, and on 
Christmas they turned out in gayer, better apparei, 
looking better every way than | ever saw them at 
the North. You cannot find a leaa ragged negroe, 
such as you see everywhere in New York—they 
don’t tolerate them, have also seem some very 
business and wealty blacks since F left home, and 
many slaves with more freedom and money than their 
masters, 

A Virginian gentlman confessed to me, that they 
were actually suffering under slavery. Says he— 
“Itenervates amlrears to idleness our sons and 
daughters ; it but half tills our fields, it corrupts our 
morals, it stains our name, and by forcing us to keep 
a continual wateb, makes us slaves!’ That is the 
fact, too, and they cannot disguise it. So long as cot- 
ton was worth twenty and thirty cents per pound, it 
mattered Jess if the acre produced less ; but now, 
when the policy of England, and other causes, have 
reduced it to three and four cents, beggary and star- 
vation grit horribly from those lean stubble fields. 
The svil has heen neglected, has been exhausted, 
without adding any thing to it ; and now in his impo- 
tence, the planter, who has hardly breathed for him- 
self, sees only ruin before bim. Virginia, and North 
and South Carolina, tcall ‘dilapidated States.” You 
can see them goin down in absolute decay, and only 
because their people have trusted to the strength of 
those who care as little for the State as for a dead 
Pope’s bull, when their day’s toil is done. How can 
it be otherwise? Does your ox, that is commanded 


mistletoe growing on the banks of the Cape Fear,. 
and it looks strangely lifting its green clumps amid 
the branches of stately trees whose leaves have fall- 
en. 

From Wilmington, after a tarry of three days, I 
left in the steamer Vanderbilt, made by, and named 
after one of your New York ship-builders. Wiil- 
mington is thirty miles from the sea, and we sped on 
so calinly for a time, that £ concluded that 1 should 
escape sea-sickness, but after crossing the bar, the 
wind began to blow fresh, and the steamer pitched 
and tuinbled about to the infinite confusiou of sundry 
Bolognas which I had stored in my stomach, until 
at last | was forced up wo the railing and mingled my 
oblations with old Neptune. 

Were you ever sea-sick? Did you ever lean for- 
ward as if quizzing the very mermaids in the lowest 
deep, being obliged to hold on to your boot-straps 
for fear of heaving through your own tnortal skin? 
well, just s0 I stood, and just so Lacted! At last, 
when there was nothing lett for the motion of the 
boat to act upon, I climbed up into a berth, and tak- 
ing a Little brandy and water, tell asleep. I justity 
the spirit-ual part of my trials, because three Meth- 
odist preachers, but a tew days before, had adopted 
the same course. 

About 6, A. M., we landed at Charleston, the place 
of places for revolution, mutiny, mobbing, &e. The 
first thing I saw was a man trying to learn a negroe 
the art of rolling a wheel-barrow with a load of dirt. 
‘Fhe poor ebony made sad work of it until the mas- 
ter got out of sight, when he lifted the barrow and 
claped it on his head, dirt and all, and away he 
went. 

Charleston is an old, and queen-lookieg city. It 
bas many fine buildings, but from the dampness of 
the atmosphere, they are moss-covered, and seem to 
‘There are sever- 


or driven to the plough, and only unyoked when the 
hour of eating and drinking comes, care much for the 
harvest that is to grace the furrow he has made, and 
made too without a thank ye beyond the crust? 


be mouldering as fast as they can. 
al churches, elegant ones—one of them has a chime 
of bells. The lower part of the town looks a little 
like New York ; has a similar battery ; while the 


other side is graced by a citadel, where [ suppose 
the Charlestonians will run when the Fanueil Hall 
boys come 6n to flog them. There but little said 
about slavery here, and not a word about Massachu- 
setts. Just now two splendid military companies are 
marching by, and by the extra drilling every where 
going on, I judge people here mean to be ready for 
any thing. ‘The Charlestonians are very aristocratic, 
but after all, clever, well meaning people ; a little 
hot blooded, of course, on account of the abundance 
of French blood in their veins. By the bye, they 
are not all French, for the [rish have a very large 


The worst feature of slavery is not that the blacks 
suffer—no! the whites suffer most, They live over 
a quick-sand that may whelm them at onmce—else 
why these strong jails, arsenals, citidels and all this 
moving armament which you will see but thinly veil- 
ed from the stranger’s eye. ‘The hour must come, 
and the South must rise and rescue itself from lassi- 
tude and s.umber, or perish in the mesh it has woven! 
You can see the elements irresistably working to a | 
focus. Cotton cannot again glad the heart of the in-! 


is past, and a people beyond the sea will keep it bur- | 
ied with the past! Hibernian Society,” with whom I supped last night, 
Go where you will at the South, and the little en-| at their Anniversary Supper. ‘They have the finest 
terprise which gleams out comes from the “ Yankee” | Hall I have ever seen, and are the most jolly, good 
who has migrated to a land where he fears not com-| natured, whole souled group [ have met for years- 
petiton. Thus the Hotels of the principal cities, the | God bless them! 
steamboats, the mouey-catchers and changers of all| A friend bas just been telling me bow some of the 
kinds, are Northern and Eastern men, Traders | people here manage to keep a carriage. He says 
even put over the doors or stalls, “ Goods at North- | they bire their horses out for the fore part of the day, 
ern prices,” “ Northern horses for sale here,” aad | to drag carts and drays, send their servants in the 


all this shows the disparity between the two, and no 
man of sense can mistake the causes. 

In going down the James River, from Richmond 
to Norfolk, [saw Jamestown, or what little time 
and the storms have left; and that is the solitary 
base of the tower of the old Church, built from the 
first English brick brought to this country. The 
ruin is about twenty feet high, and excepting this, 
net a vestige of that memorable place, save its his- 
tory, remains. Several willows and elms grow around 
it, and in the top of one is a large mistletoe, which 
at first [took for an owl, which were a fitting habit- 
ant for that solitary spot. While at Norfolk, [ went 
on board of that palace among ships, the Pennsyl- 
vania—a discription of it would only fatigue you. 
The Commodore was affable, aud his beautiful wife 
extremely clever, ' 

From Norfolk { went by the cars to Raleigh, the 
eapital of North Carolina, where I staid two days. 
This is a place of little or no business, and lives on 
the bounty of the Legislature. The capitol building 


| is exceedingly fire, the best [ have seen. 


! 


on their heads; even delicate glass ware they poise | 


and carry about with as little ceremony as though it 
were well picked ia cotton. 
very easy tine, and on most of the plantations can 


The negroes have a | 


save two days in a week, nor work hard at that, | 


They are lazy and perfectly careless, as they know | 
y ; k 


they must be fed and clothed, whether rice sells or 
not. The stories about “seers and 
come to believe a thorough bughear, Vesse's visiting 
Virginia ports are subject to search, since Governor 
Seward refused to give up acertain slive, and tbe 
master of the vessel must pav the stipulated fee. 
So much for the meddling of the North, which has 


together. 
‘There are a plenty of negroes in seaport and river 
towns, who give their masters, say eight or ten dol- 


lashes” IT have | 


! 


| 


| 


From Raleigh | passed over a most desolate and 
abandoned road, filty-six miles through a pine forest, 
without seeing a house save one pig-pen, or a single 
humane being, except a few dozen red, gaunt look- 
ing pigs, to Fayetteville, a place of commercial im- 
portance, as it does a large home business in the 
whiskey line—and I shoul judge that the excess of 
capital was in favor of importations, too! Here | 
only staid to visit the Arsenal, which is very large, 
though not built as vet, and is calculated for distri- 
buting munitions, when the come, 

From Fayetteville, [took passage on board of a 


steam-raft, on the “ Cape Fear River,” and went to) 


of tl | Wihnington, by odds the “smartest” town in North 
done more to hinder emancipation than all else put | 
| steam sawe-mills, sveral turpentine factories, loads 


Carolina. 


two vessels daily with lumber, and does a business 
of about $2,000,000. There is a® vast quantity of 


It has a population of about 8,000, seven | 


/mean time about the city selling sprats and radish- 
/es, and in the afternoon take the receipts and fluant 
;about town. This is high life below stairs! I vouch 
for none of these rumors ; but, after all, | doubt not 
that many, very many, aristocrats ought to sell fish 
for a living, then we might call them the “ cod-fish 
aristocracy” of democracy, as Mr. Michael Walsh, 
Esquire, would say. 

Cotton and rice, upon which South Carolina de- 
pends, are very low, and it can hardly be expected 
that these articles will ever again attain the price 
they were wont to command. 

Give me my own true North. She has follies and 
whipping-posts, blue-liws and all that—but for her 
mountain air, her green and fruit Inden fields, her 
industry and integrity, Lean forgive all the faults. 

But f must close ; [have already travelled over 
too much paper. Don’t forget me when there are 
any nice ealables in your diggins ; always swallow a 
slice for me, and by some mesmieric operation, | 
shall feel and duly appreciate the benefits! Ever 
yours. C. D. Srvarr. 

Chirleston, S. C., Jan. 7, 1845. 
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